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FlETI!RT LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I RO[!R FORMAT! 

.4s a regular viewer and nrong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!oews show to ‘A hour. io  order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

’*Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer; 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic divesity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique a n i  
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs thrnugh an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African Amnican produced television prograin in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadc,asting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is“ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station‘s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the t i m e  fonnat. reflects this dongerous ond disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It IS” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns .GC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In:, 
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whict 
m y  community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
”Like It IS” serves. -, 
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TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sewice!news show to ‘A hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

”Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, ha3 served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission. which 
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.4s a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servlce!aews show to ’A hour. in order to exparid 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 
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cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission. which 
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Today many of the gains that people ufcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in  media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
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IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I ani outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to CUI 

the format of this highly esteemed public senicehews prograni to a half hour show in order to irisert 
“Inside Stuff’, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs prograni. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its tnultiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewels for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that htpe  
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program i s  
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Conunission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counhycy‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American penpective. TO date it is the longest m i n g  African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representarion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progranis 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of ailtime a week coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format. reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour fomiat. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing hahits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as ‘*Like It Is” always does special 
progmnmmg to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
himediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour f o m t  in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks, David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 
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IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Shrff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering in the. space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has seived its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to dimiish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Conmission called upon the 
nledia to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest d n g  African-Anierican produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains tbat people of African anceshy have made in media diuing the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
‘newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
txy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format. reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs depatment. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as “‘Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retuni the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not retuined to its one hour format in time for Black Histoiy month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Car  Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 
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IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO 1”s ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed pablic serviceinews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the. space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs prograni. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligenc.e, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘ l i k e  It Is”, with its multiple award whiling producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black conmiunity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American penpective. To date it is the longest d n g  African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the IJ.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media &iring the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in niedia ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of a i r h e  a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History M O J I ~ ~  is fast approaching and as “‘Like Jt Is” always does special 
programming to honor this mouth, it is even more urgent that you retun the show to its origmaI hour 
bkd ia t e ly .  If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoly month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 
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cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stein, Commissioner of the NBA 
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As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed piihlic service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside s h e ,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering in the, space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public aftairs program. I find the decision an insult to ow 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It IS”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has semed its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical anaysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
OUT lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
niedia to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black conununity in 
particular by airing vaious issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had  given^ both WABGTV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the EIack community) that has produced the largest bady of programs and 
documentaries in this c o m ~  on the African experience in the US. ,  Caribbean and even A h c a  itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systemarkally reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progtms 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of aittinie a week coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will he forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor th~s month, it is even more urgent that you rehun the show to its original hour 
k e d i a t e l v .  If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histow month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 
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As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to [I half hour show io order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offe.ring, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lane Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to OUT 

community, offensive to OUT intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘ l ike It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewels for over 
the last 34 years with timely and Critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up t h i s  country‘s ethfiic diversity, “Like 11 Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine cwent  affairs through an 
authentic Atirican-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-Ai~ierican produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously bad given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representarion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact thai “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week coupled with your Station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format. reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching and as “ Y t e  It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retum the show to its original hour 
InGediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black HistoIy month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M Sweeney, Co-Char Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 
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AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cnt 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘2ike It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new wek-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic Afncan-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television prmram in the US. (whtch previously h.ad given both. WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that &as produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematicafiy reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and repre&ntation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black program 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affails department. While I 
will always support “Like It 1s” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
Immediately. If this show is not refumed to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Print and Sign bb A F e d e r  g , - 

Address 3? ~ f l / m , w ~ c  h A cl . 

yV\um + C \ G L t C  Y\T ( 3 3 - 0 Y L  ~- _. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

JMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TlME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outragd at the decision of WARC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public senicehews program to a half hour show in order to i i ibert  

“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WAEC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award wllmllig producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, ‘“L~ke [t Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American pergpective. TO date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program. in the 4,s. (which  previous!^ had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable pratse in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caiibbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media diuing the past three 
decades are being s$tematicaGy reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact tha~  “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this man% it is even more urgent that you return the show to its o r i g d  hour 
&ediatelyl If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time far Black History month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIAI‘ELY HETliHN /HKE / T  IS’I‘O 1’1s OHIGINAI, HOUR FORMAT IS TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORI’ ,MONTH 

AS a regnlar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC:-T\‘ lo cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to iiisert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black puhlic &airs program. i find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, 11% served its viewen for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is’” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest rnnning African-American produced 
television. prwam in the U.S. (which previously had given both WAX-TV a0.d the A K  Nehvork 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Ahcan ancestry have made in medm during the past three 
decades are being sy&ematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “‘Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, fnghtening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month js  fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
G d i a t e l y ;  If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Print and Sign dhl R. 3 A J  I S  - J 2.  ~~ 

Address d ~, * Y R 4  __ ._ ~- 

3. B.. 0 710d 
cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yo&. New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT Is’ TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WMC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public senicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 

originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public &airs program. I find the decision an insult to ow 
community, affensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘Zike It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and mitical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kernff Conunission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABGTV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gaim that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progranis 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate. owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original how 
inlmediately: If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

‘< 

Printandsign Ma. @4RRYL *:3LYES \ i  
A&&= 4-43 RUBIQS S i  

RfSGLLE NJ C72203 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



h e  Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
NewYork,NY \0023 

1: .. 

RETI!RN LIKE 171s TO ITS ORIGINAL I AOI!R FORMATI 

.Xs a reg& viewer and nrong supporter of "Like It Is" I am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to 'A hour, io order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

"Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, cconomic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemrr Commission. which 
called upon the media to provide geeter representation of people of color and the various issuer; 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry's  ethnic diversity, "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African Arnnican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ufcolor have made in media broadwisting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAEC-TV. coupled with your station's decision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time, fonnat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you lo return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. I am very a w u e  that 
Disney owns M3C. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
gtantrd. I will find other ways to exprass my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In'. 
purchasing powvcr. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy ways in whict 
m y  community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like It IS" serves. ".. 

Signature 

Address 



h e  Davis 
President and Genenl Manager 
WABC-TV 

NcwYorkNY 10023 

7 Lincoln Square 1 .  

RETI!ki LIRE I T I S  TO lTS ORIGINAL I HOI!R FORMAT1 

.%s n reguiar viewer and nmng supporter of "Like It Is" 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servlce!news show to 'A hour. in order lo expand 
the time allotted for spotts and entertainment. How insulting! 

"*Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, hat, sewed the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandare of the Kerner Cemmirsion. which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issue!: 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry's  ethnic divenity. "Like It IS" has offered a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for vople to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African Ammican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many o f  the gains that people ufcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and reprexntation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that '.Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WA6C-TV. coupled with your station's decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time fomiat. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Agsin, I call upon you to return "Like I t  Is" to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
grantrd. I will find other ways to expres my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In'. 
purchasing po~vm. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my caminunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
"Like It I.$" serves. a:,. 



Dave Davis 
Prtsident and Genernl Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New York NY 10023 

WABC-TV 
\. 

RETlRii L f R E f T f S T O  mS ORIGMAL I AOt!R FORMAT! 

.4s a reguiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘4 hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is.” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kernrr Cemrnission. which 
called u p 1 1  the media to provide greater representation c1.f people of color and the various ;sue!. 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ufcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed~ Racial diversity in  media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAEC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time, fomiat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you lo return “Like It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very aware that  
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habirs and in: 
purchasing powa. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There arc many ways in which 
m y  community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like 1% %ewes .. 

--- 

I 



Dave Davis 
Prtsident and Genenl Manager 
wmc-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
NewYork.NY 10023 

!.., 

RET‘lWi LlRE I T I S  TO ITS ORICMAL 1 AOC!R FORMAT1 

.4s D reguiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC 
TV IO cut the format of this esteemed public sewice!news show to ‘A hour, IO order to expand 
rhe time ellotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘“Like It Is,“ with its award winning host ~d producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analy.sis o f  the political. economic. and 
cultural issues rhat shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, tvhich 
called upon Ilie media to provide greater representatio.n (if people of color and the various jssuec: 
and vizwpoiiits that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity. “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed owrtuni ty  for people to examine current &‘airs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television prograin in 
the U S  and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people uf‘color have made in  media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media oivnership and repre.%ntation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is“ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision io first tly to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time, format. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is“ to i t s  original hour format. I am very awwe that 
Disney owns ,GC. While I will always support this program, if this rea3onable request is not 
pnte .d ,  I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In:. 
purchasing powvm. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can registet its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It 1s” serves. I,. 

c .- +5 
Signhture 

Addrey 
LCyLLfikk-kC.- 

j 5 q  d, mi? 70 
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Date 



We Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, N Y I0023 

I:.. 

RETtRii LlKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I ROCIR FORMATI 

.4s a regular viewer and strong supprter of“Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servlce!news show to ‘4 hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host ~d producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for thc past 34 years with timely and critical analpis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kernrr Commission, tvhich 
called upon tile media to provide greater representation c1.f people of color and the various issue!; 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity. “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed owr tuni ty  for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest M y  of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of t h e  gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. Tlie fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAEC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision io fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the rime fonnat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you lo return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted. I uill find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in: 

purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are m a y  ways in which 
m y  community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like& IS” serves. L... 



Dave Davis 

7 Lincoln Square 

President and General Manager 
W ABC-TV 

New York, N Y 1 OO23 

! 

RETIIRiY LIRE IT IS TO ITS OR3CMAL I ROI!R FORMAT1 

.%s il regular viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is" I am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to '/I hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

'*Like 1t Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of  the Kerner Commission, which 
called u p i i  the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer: 
and viewpoicits that make up this coytry's ethnic divenity, "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
innost needed omrtuni ty  for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that pop le  of color have made in media broadcasting are  being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station's decision to first try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slash the t ime fonnat, reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, 1 call upon you to return "Like I t  IS" to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
grante.d. I will find other ways to exprass my displeasure via my network viewing habirs and In! 
purchasing pown. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy WRYS in whicki 
m y  community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like It IS" serves. ..i 

Dare/ / 



Dave Davis 
Prestdent and Ge.nexa1 h4anagey 

7 Lincoln Square 
New Vork NY 10023 

WMC- TV 

RETURN LIKE ZT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORRIAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to !4 hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
c.uIturd issues that shape our lives. Sewing the mandate of the Kerner Coinmission, which 
called upon the media to provide geater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this munay’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportm’fy for people fo exmjne  curreof affairs through an A f r j w  American 
pwspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program m 
the US and has produced the. largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains tf.W people of cofor have made in tnrdia broadcasting are being 
revened. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ‘Zike It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled BIack programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then TO slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very awarz that 
Disnev owns ABC. While I will aiways support ths program, if this reasonable request is not 
grantid, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via ntj‘nehvork viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can ieg,ister its displeasure pertaining to your insensitiGq to the audience that 
”Like It Is” serves. 



Date 



,MI, Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

1 Lmcolnn Square 
W-ABC-TV 

New Yo& Mew Fork 10023 

NAL 1 HR FORMAT IN E 
HISTORY MONTH 

IMMED 3 R  

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like. It IS”. I am outraged at the decision of WABC-Tv to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public s en idnews  program to n half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘. a quasi sports. entertainment and sometimes sifuation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to ow 
community, offensive io our intelligence, and htmiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It 1s”. with its multiple award winning producer and host GI Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and &tical analysis of the political, economic and cultanal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our commmity 1 fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to dminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to re- to a new week-to-week serial context. The hktoric Kemer Commission called upon the 
n d i a  to provide greater xepfeseritation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country-s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is- 
has offered a unique and mo5t needed oppomi ty  for people to ex& current affairs through an 
authentic Africa~-;\merican perspective. To date it is the longest m i n g  African-American produced 
television progcam in the U.S. (which preuious!y had given both WABC-TV and the GBC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of prognuns and 
documentaries in this countty on the Aiiican experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, inany of the gains that people of AErican anceshy have made in me.dia during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrwms is in decline. The fact that ‘2ike It Is” is one of the oiily regularly scheduled Black p r o p s  
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of a i h n e  a week. coupled with your stadon’s decision m h s t  

and disturbing trend. 

a I cdl upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public &airs department. h%ile I 
will always support ‘*Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted. I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways m which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is“ 
serves. .&id as Black Histoiy bfonfh is fast approaching; and RS ‘‘Like It Is” always does special 
propmming to honor this month. it is even more urgent t l a  you return h e  show to its original hour 
immediately. If this &ow is not retnrned to its one hour fommr in time for BIack History mo& I will 
without hesitation use tho options mentioned above. 

to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format. reflects a dangerous. frightenmg 

cc: Annne IM Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; Dawd Stem Cornmissloner of the NEA 



WTliRS LIKE ITLY TO ITS ORIGIiUAL I HOIJR FOR%fd4T! 

As a reguiar viewer and strong supporter of %kz It 1s” 1 am outraged 
TV to cut the format of ths tstcaned public, sen.iceinews show to % hour. in order to sxpAnd 
the zinie allotted for sports and entertainment. How imdting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public fix the past 34 years u-ith timely and criticai analysis of-the political, economic and 
cultural issires d~ar shape OUT Ijva. Serving the niandatr ofthr Krmer Cocnrnissiotr, ivltich 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of cciior and the various issues 
and viewpoints that m&e up this c.oiuitiy’s ethnic. ckversity, ”Llkz It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunjty for people to examine current affairs through an African Americm 
perspective. To date it is the longest rUMlng African h e n c a n  produced televisian prosam in 
the US and ~ R S  produced the. largest body ofpragam.5 and dw.umentaries on Black .4~ericans. 

Today many of die gams that p p k  of coiw haw made in Itizdia~ brmdcsting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in  me& ownership and represeataatioa in the news rooms is in 
deckine. The fact that “Like It [s” is am oftlie only regularly scheduled Hack programs 
produced at WASC-TV, coupled wi?h your station’s deeision lo first tr?; to eliminate The 
progarn and thew to slash the time fonnai, retlects thi.s dangerous and disturbing trend. 

p,gau~, 1 cdl ripon you to return 
Disney oxvns ABG. While i wifi  aiwayY supp~n this progam, iffhi5 reasonable reque5t IS not 
granted, 1 will find ofher ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing liabits diid my 
purcttasing power. And I will encourage others to do the Same. There are many wa.ys in which 
my com,nu,&y can register i t s  disp[easttre pertaiaing to pour insensitiivjiy to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

[$le da.isio{l of WABC- 

It Is“ to its original hour farmit. I a n  YCV a w e .  that 


